World History

Goal 2: By 2015, all students will improve their ability to read informational text for essential
understanding; they will be able to list and identify basic facts in order to draw conclusion and develop

strategies to solve problems as measured by formative and summative, both school-based and system-
wide assessments.

Intervention: Questioning for essential understanding using “Three Story Intellect” from AVID

E'j Document Analysis: Hammurabi's Code
Aftached Files: [ Wi Hammurabis Code mini 0BQ project condensed paf (440,241 KB)

Due Friday, 13 Sept 13, at 11:59 PM your local time.

You il analyze primary source documents prtaining to Hammurabis Cods of kaws from ancient Mesopotamia. Additionally, you will explore the concept of justice as held by the ancient Mesapotamian people and people today
Leam about the diferences between primary and secondary sources at Princeton University's site, http /i princeton edu/~refdesk/primany2 html
Youwill need to understand the meaning of the term just. You can find it at Dictionary.coms site, hitp:/dictionary reference. combrowsefjust?s=

1. Read through the Background Essay, Hammurabi's Code: Was It Just?

2 Criically analyze each ofthe five primary source documents (A€

3. Respond to each question in & maximum of 34 sentences. Be sure to identify the document letter and question number you are answering. Double-space bstween documents in your respanses. Use corct spelling, grammar, and punctuation
4. Save a5 3 Word doc a5 Doc Anal: Ham Code: Last name, First name. No other format will be accapted
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Hammurabi Mini-Q

Hammurabi’s Code:
Was It Just?

Overview: One of the warld's oldest sets of laws was written by Hammurabi (**ha-moo-rob-bee”),
king of Babylon in the 18th century BCE. Hammurabi'’s Code is often studied to understand the val-
ues of ancient Mesopotamia, and also to understand the concept of justice, This Mini-Q explores the
idea of fairness — what is “just”— by asking you to think about the punishments and rewards that made
up Hammurabi's code.
The Documents:

Document A: The Stone Stele (“stee-lee™)

Document B: Epiogue of the Code

Document C: Family Law

Document D: Property Law

Document E: Personal-Injury Law

A Mini Document Based Question (Mini-Q)
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Background Essay

Hammurabi Mini-Q

Hammurabi’s Code: Was It Just?

Nearly 4,000 years ago. a man named Ham-
murabi (*ha-moo-rob-bee”) became king of a
small city-state called Baby lon. Today Babylon
exists only as an archaeological site in central
Iraq. But in Hammurabi's tirne, it was the capital
of the kingdom of Babylenia.

We know little about Hammurabi's personal
life. We don’t know his birth date, how many
wives and children he had, or how and when he
died. We aren’t even sure what he looked like.
However, thanks to thousands of clay writing
tablets that have been found by archaeologists,
we know something about Hammurabi’s military

After his victories at Larsa and Mari, Ham-
murabi’s thoughts of war gave way to thoughts
of peace. These, in turn, gave way to thoughts of
justice. In the 38th year of his rule, Hammurabi
had 282 laws carved on a large, pillar-like stone
called a stele (“stee-lee™). Together, these laws
have been called Hammurabi's Code. Historians
believe that several of these inscribed steles
were placed around the kingdom, though only
one has been found intact.

Hammurabi was not the first Mesopota-
mian ruler to put his laws into writing, but his
code is the most complete, By studying his
laws, historians have been able

campaigns and his deal-
ings with surrounding
city-states. We also know
quite a bit about everyday
life in Babylonia. |
The tablets tell us
that Hammurabi ruled for
42 years. For the first 30
of these years, Hammu-
rabi’s control was lim-
ited mostly to the city of
Babylon. He was involved

P ~| to get a good picture of many
™ ] aspects of Babylonian society—

work and family life, social
structures, trade and govern-
ment. For example, we know
that there were three distinct
social classes: land owners,
free people who did not own
land, and slaves. The many
farm and irrigation laws tell
us that Babylonians depended

L5
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in what one historian
calls, “lots of squabbles vith1 other small kings
in other small city-states” ssome of them no
more than 50 miles away. T'his changed, how-
ever. With victories over Larsa in the south and
Mari in the north, Hammurabi became the ruler
of much of Mesopotamia.

Hammurabi was nol starting with a blank
slate. Beginning around 3500 BCE, the Sume-
rian people had developed Mesopotamia into the
world's first civilization. By the time Hammurabi
took power in 1792 BCE, cuneiform writing
had already been around for 1,700 years.

Hammurabi would eventually rule over
an estimated population of 1,000,000. Most of
his subjects were farmers. The people lived in
city-states surrounded by fields and watcred by
irrigation canals that were fizd by the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers.

© 2011 The DBQ Project

upon their crops for survival.
The code also tells us of everyday problems,
like buildings collapsing, oxen getting loose
and trampling fields, and neighbors squabbling,
much as they do today. Hammurabi tried to
bring order and fairness to it all.

What follows are five documents that
provide a sampling of Hammurabi's laws. Some
students of Babylonia have found the laws
overly harsh. Others have found them to be quite
balanced, given the hard realities of ancient life.

In this Mini-Q, you are asked to consider
justice on three levels: fairness to the accused,
fairness to the victim, and fairness and security
for society. With this measuring stick in mind,
read the documents and answer the question:
Hammurabi's Code: Was it just?

This page may be reproduced for classroom use



Document A

mmm&mmmmammmmnmmmmm.
circa 1754 X

Note: The stele, carved from black diorite, stands more than eight feet tall and weighs four tons. This photograph
shows the top third of the stele.

‘The carving at the top of the stele
shows Hammurabi standing before
Shamash, the god of justice, who
is seated on his throne, Shamash is ——f=
instructing Hammurabi in the law.

Below the two figures is the
Prologue, in which Hammurabi
lists the names of the gods, saying
that they have given him the right ——
1o rule. The Prologue, like the rest :
of the code, is written in wedge-
shaped cuneiform letters that have
been carved into the stone.

Detail of the stele carvings.

Below the Prologue, closer to the

base, are the 282 laws, organized

by theme, including family life, =
agriculture, thefi and professional
standards. There are a total of

3,500 lines of writing, covering

both sides of the stele. t— Following the laws is an Epilogue,
in which Hammurabi states how
the laws should be carried out.
Document Analysis

1. What kind of writing was used to inscribe the code on the stele?

2. The code is divided into what three parts?

3. From where or whom does Hammurabi get the laws?

4. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi's Code was just?

5. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi’s Code
was not just?

13
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Document B

’ Source: Excerpts from the Epilogue of Hammurabi's Code, circa 1754 BCE.

... Hammurabi, the protecting king am L ...That the strong might not injure the weak,
in order 1o protect the widows and orphans, ... I set up these my precious words, wril-
ten upon my memorial stcne, before the image of me, as king of righteousness.

..+« By the command of Shamash, the great god and judge of heaven and earth, let
righteousness go forth in the land.... Let no destruction befall my monument ... let my
name be ever repeated; let the oppressed, who has a case at law, come and stand before
this my image as king of righteousness; let him read the inscription, and understand my
precious words....

... In future time, through all coming generations, let the king, who may be in the land,
observe the words of righteousness which I have written on my monument; let him not
alter the law of the land which I have given....

... If this ruler does not esteem my words, ... if he destroys the law which I have given,
... may the great gods of heaven and earth ... inflict a curse ... upon his family, his
land, his warriors, his subjects, and his troops.

Document Analysis
1. According to Hammurabi, what was his purpose for having written these laws?

2. Who commanded Hammurabi to create this monument?

3. What does Hammurabi threaten will happen to any future Babylonian king who does not
follow these laws?

4. How can you use this docoment to argue that Hammurabi's Code was just?

5. How can you use this document to argue that Hammurabi’s Code was not just?

'©2011 The DBQ Project This page may be reproduced for classroom use



Hammurabi Mini-Q

Document C

Q‘ Source: Excerpts from Hammurabi's Code, circa 1754 BCE.
Note: There are 282 laws in Hammurabi's Code. The numbers below refer to their order on the stele,

Law 129: If a married lady is caught [in adultery] with another man, they
shall bind them and cast them into the water.

Law 148: If a man has married a wife and a disease has seized her, if he is
determined to marry a second wife, he shall marry her. He shall not divorce
the wife whom the disease has seized. She shall dwell in the house they have
built together, and he sha’l maintain her as long as she lives.

Law 168: If a man has determined to disinherit his son and has declared
before the judge, “I cut off my son,” the judge shall inquire into the son’s past,
and, if the son has not committed a grave misdemeanor ..., the father shall not
disinherit his son.

gl Law 195: If a son has struck his father, his hands shall be cut off.

Document Analysis
1. In Law 129, what does it mean to “bind them and cast them into the water?”

2. In Law 168, what does it mean to “disinherit” a son?

3. Two crimes in the document result in physical punishment. What are those crimes?
How might Hammurabi argue that the punishments were just?

4. Hammurabi said that his code was meant to protect the weak. Is there evidence in this
document that the code did so?

5. Overall, are these laws regarding family just?

©2011 The DBQ Project This page may be reproduced lor classroom use
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Hammurabi Mini-Q

Document D

s Excerpls from | bi's Code, citca 1754 BOE,

Law 21: If a man has broken through the wall [to rob] a house, they
shall put him to death and pierce him, or hang him in the hole in the wall
which he has made.

Law 23: If the robber is not caught, the man who has been robbed shall
formally declare whatever he has lost before a god, and the city and the
mayor in whose territory or district the robbery has been committed shall
replace for him whatever 1e has lost.

Law 48: If a man has borrowed money to plant his fields and a storm
has flooded his field or carried away the crop, ... in that year he does
not have to pay his creditor.

Laws 53, 54: If a man has opened his trench for irrigation and the
waters have flooded his neighbor’s field, the man must restore the
crop he has caused to be lost.

Document Analysis
1. In Law 21, what is the penalty for breaking into a home?

2. How might Hammurabi justify the harsh punishment?

3. In Law 23, if the robber is not caught, who reimburses the victim for his or her loss?

4. How might Hammurabi have justified reimbursing the victim?

5. In Law 48, what is a cred-tor? Is Law 48 fair to creditors?

6. Overall, are these laws regarding property just?

19
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Hammurabi Mini-Q

Document E

S E from H. bi's Code, circa 1754 BCE,

Law 196: If a man has knocked out the eye of a free man, his eye shall
be knocked out.

Law 199: If he has knocked out the eye of a slave ... he shall pay half
his value.

Law 209: If a man strikes the daughter of a free man and causes her to
lose the fruit of her wamb, he shall pay 10 shekels of silver...

Law 213: If he has strnck the slave-girl of a free man and causes her to
lose the fruit of her wemb, he shall pay 2 shekels of silver.

Law :215: If a surgeon has operated with a bronze lancet on the body of a
frez pnan ... and saves the man’s life, he shall receive 10 shekels of silver.

Law :218: If a surgeon has operated with a bronze lancet on a free man for a
sefious injury, and has caused his death, ... his hands shall be cut off.

Document Analysis

1. Examine laws 196 and 1919. How do you think Hammurabi would justify the different
punishments for the same: crime?

2. What is the meaning of “fruit of her womb™?

3. How might Hammurahi argue that laws 215 and 218 were just?

4. How could you use these laws about personal injury to argue that Hammurabi's Code was not just?

5. Is justice absolute? That is, is a just punishment in 1800 BCE also a just punishment
today? Explain your thinking.

21
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Ildi
Hammurabi’s Code
Document A
1. It was used cuneiform.

2. It was divided into fairness to the accused, fairness to the victim, and fairness and security for
society.

3. Thisis how he got the idea:

“After his victories at Larsa and Mari, Hammurabi's thoughts of war gave way to thoughts of peace.
These, in tum, gave way to thoughts of justice. In the 38th year of his rule, Hammurabi had 282laws
carved on a large, pillar-like stone called a stele. Together, these laws have been called Hammurabi's

Code.”
4. Wter answering question 3 | don’t think it is a just because that paragraph exp it all. Comment [D1]: This question is asking whether
the information contained in the document (the
, . stele) provides any examples of the law being just
5. Idon't this so. (fair). Does this pic of the stele contain info about
being just? -1
Document B
1. The purpose as a good king he wanted Peace and to defend the Meek\ and poor from the /[Comment [D2]: weak
powerful peoples.
2. It was by the command of Shamash, the great god and judge of heaven and earth, let
righteousness go forth in the land.
3. To be more precise he says: “If this ruler does not esteem my words, ... if he destroys the law
which | have given, ... may the great gods of heaven and earth ... inflict a curse ... upon his
family, his land, his warriors, his subjects, and his troops.”
4. It was not a just when he did this he was thinking about peace about a better world where
everyone is equal and the Meeﬂ is not going to be destroyed by the strong. /[Comment [D3]: weak

5. ldon’t think that | can use this document after reading all this.

Document C

1. h’he cheating on a couple is not permitted and they are going to throw them on the water as

a punishment.‘ /{ Comment [D4]: They will first be bound (tied

up). They will surely drown. -.5




2. [lt means to take of the testament,

3. [lt is code 129 to throw the couple on water and code 195 to cut of the hand of the son who
hit his father and this punishment are far beyond just.\

Comment [D5]: It means to cut off all ties with
the son and to leave the son out of the father’s will.
-1

4, [Right now there is not he is hurting people not learning them a lesson so next time they are
not doing it because it was the last chance and the consequences this time are going to be
worst.\

5. [Indeed the are|

Comment [D6]: You did not answer the
question: “How might Hammurabi argue that the
punishments were just?” - Wouldn’t severe physical
punishment such as this cause potential “criminals”
to stop and think before they acted, thereby
preserving peace (no cheating and no hitting your
dad)? -5

Document D

1. Heshall be pierced, or hang him in the hole in the wall which he has made.

Comment [D7]: The weak people who are
protected are the sickly first wife (her husband can’t
just get rid of here because she is sick) and the son
who didn’t do anything that terrible to be
disinherited by his father. -1

Comment [D8]: Why? Please expand on your
response. -.5

2. [He may justify them by maximum death penalty.\
3. The government reimburse\ him or her.
4. [By giving the same thing it was stolen.

Comment [D9]: Hammurabi could justify this
death penalty because potential criminals would
know the punishment they would receive by ruining
a family’s sense of security by breaking into their
house. -1

o

5. [Creditor is the one who borrows money for a specific thing he wants and in the end he need
to return the money he took and | think it was for everyone.

Comment [D10]: will reimburse

(o))

. [lndeed they are,

Comment [D11]: The government can help to
repair the damage caused by the robber, which may
take the innocent victims years to replace if the
government does not help. It keeps peace and
calmness in the land. -1

Document E
1. Because is the level of the person who got injures that changes the punishment.

2. h’hat she cannot do any baby’s.\

Comment [D12]: A creditor is someone who
loans money to a borrower. | don’t think it is fair
that if | loan you money for seeds and you can’t
harvest a crop, | get nothing. Why should | consider
loaning money to the next borrower? -1

Comment [D13]: Please expand to explain why.
-5

|

A

Comment [D14]: babies

3. [l don’t really have and idea about this because the person on the rule 215 might still die
even not for grave injuries.\

4. He had done a mistake with rule 218 and it would be better to be taken of because it was
not the fault of the surgeons it might had been more than he could do.

Comment [D15]: The surgeon who saves a life
will be rewarded. The surgeon who doesn’t know
what he is doing and, consequently kills the patient,
will never have the opportunity to be a bad doctor
(“quack”) again. -.5




5. b(es justice is supposed to be absolute but people brake it for the most different reasons. No
today people have learned from this rules and have modificated them and tolerated some
and made some others strict, |

Comment [D16]: The question is asking if a
punishment that was fair in 1800 BCE is still
considered fair today.

Comment [D17]: 16.5/25

Be careful to make sure that you are answering the
ENTIRE question asked. Check with you facilitator
or me if you are unsure what a question is asking.
The more details, the better! This is a good first
attempt, Ildi!

El  Grade Current Attempt

 Grade 65 |oes
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1, please read my comments contained in the attached document. You are off to a good start! You will do even better on the next Document Analysis assignment!
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