
 
 
Word Web: Coastal Erosion 
 
Directions: Match each word to the correct definition.  
 
 
Terms 
 
hydraulic pressure 
 
attrition  
 
wave pounding 
 
waves 
 
wave scouring 
 
corrosion 
 
abrasion 
 
 
Definitions  
 
loss of shoreline material by the pounding of breaking waves 
 
when slightly acidic seawater dissolves shoreline rocks 
 
occurs when sand grains grind against each other 
 
the main cause of coastal erosion 
 
when waves swirl around and loosen material 
 
when pressure compresses air inside tiny rock cracks 
 
when rock fragments are hurled at sea cliffs by breaking waves 
 



 
 
Answers 
 
hydraulic pressure 
when pressure compresses air inside tiny rock cracks 
 
attrition 
occurs when sand grains grind against each other 
 
wave pounding 
loss of shoreline material by the pounding of breaking waves 
 
waves 
the main cause of coastal erosion 
 
wave scouring 
when waves swirl around and loosen material 
 
corrosion 
when slightly acidic seawater dissolves shoreline rocks 
 
abrasion 
when rock fragments are hurled at sea cliffs by breaking waves 


