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Coastal Deposition 
 

 
 
Part Description 
Sea arch A landform produced when sea caves are excavated so deeply by crashing 

waves that two caves eroding on opposite sides become joined. The 
overlying rocky roof is left as an arch. 

Sea cave A small hollow chamber formed by erosional action of ocean waves against 
a rocky coastline. 

Sea cliff A steep face of rock produced by wave erosion. 
Sea stack A steep, isolated island of rock, separated from the shoreline by the action 

of waves, as when the overhanging section of a sea arch is eroded away. 
Sand split Narrow piece of land protruding into the water formed by sand deposits. 
Bay An indentation in the shoreline where water accumulates. 
Lagoon A body of water cut off from a larger body of water. 
Bay An indentation in the shoreline where water accumulates. 
Inlet A narrow passage between two bodies of land. 
Barrier island Forms where sediments build up parallel to land. 
Tombolo A deposit of sand between an island and the mainland. It forms when wave 

refraction, or the bending of a wave around an island, causes the build up of 
sand along both sides of an island. 

 


