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Nature hath made men so equall, in the faculties of body, and mind; as that though there bee 
found one man sometimes manifestly stronger in body, or of quicker mind than another; yet when 
all is reckoned together, the difference between man, and man, is not so considerable, as that 
one man can thereupon claim to himselfe any benefit, to which another may not pretend, as well 
as he. For as to the strength of body, the weakest has strength enough to kill the strongest, either 
by secret machination, or by confederacy with others, that are in the same danger with himselfe. 
 
And as to the faculties of the mind,...I find yet a greater equality amongst men, than that of 
strength. For Prudence, is but Experience; which equall time, equally bestowes on all men, in 
those things they equally apply themselves unto.... 
 
From this equality of ability, ariseth equality of hope in the attaining of our Ends. And therefore if 
any two men desire the same thing, which nevethelesse they cannot both enjoy, they become 
enemies; and in the way to their End,.. . endeavour to destroy, or subdue one an other. And from 
hence it comes to passe, that where an Invader hath no more to feare, than an other mans single 
power: if one plant, sow, build, or possesse a convenient Seat, others may probably be expected 
to come prepared with forces united, to dispossesse, and deprive him, nor only of the fruit of his 
labour, but also of his life, or liberty. And the Invader again is in the like danger of another. 
 
And from this diffidence of one another, there is no way for any man to secure himselfe, so 
reasonable, as Anticipation; that is, by force, or wiles, to master the persons of all men he can, so 
long, till he see no other power great enough to endanger him: And this is no more than his own 
conservation requireth, and is generally allowed. Also because there be some, that taking 
pleasure in contemplating their own power in the acts of conquest, which they pursue farther than 
their security requires; if others, that otherwise would be glad to be at ease within modest bounds, 
should not by invasion increase their power, they would not be able, Iong time, by standing only 
on their defence, to subsist. And by consequence, such augmentation of dominion over men, 
being necessary to a mans conservation, it ought to be allowed him.... 
 
So that in the nature of man, we find three principall causes of quarrell. First, Competition; 
Secondly, Diffidence; Thirdly, Glory. 
 
.. . For WARRE [war], consisteth not in Battell [battle] onely, or the act of fighting; but in a tract of 
time, wherein the Will to contend by Battell is sufficiently known: and therefore the notion of Time, 
is to be considered in the nature of Warre; as it is in the nature of Weather. For as the nature of 
Foule weather, lyeth not in a showre or two of rain; but in an inclination thereto of many dayes 
together: So the nature of War, consisteth not in actual fighting; but in the known, disposition 
thereto, during all the time there is no assurance to the contrary. All other times is PEACE. 
 
'Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, where every man is Enemy to every 
man; the same is consequent to the time, wherein men live without other security, than what their 
own strength, and their own invention shall furnish them withall. In such condition, there is no 
place for Industry; because the fruit thereof is uncertain: and consequently no Culture of the 
Earth; no Navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported by Sea; no commodious 
Building; no Instruments of moving, and removing such things as require much force; no 
Knowledge of the face of the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no Society; and 
which is worst of all, continuall feare, and danger of violent death; And the life of man, solitary, 
poore, nasty, brutish, and short. . .. No more are the Actions, that proceed from those Passions, 
till they know a Law that forbids them: which till Lawes be made they cannot know: nor can any 
Law be made, till they have agreed upon the Person that shall make it. 
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... It is therefore in vain to grant Soveraignty by way of precedent Covenant. The opinion that any 
Monarch receiveth his Power by Covenant, that is to say on Condition, proceedeth from want of 
understanding this easie truth, that Covenants being but words, and breath, have no force to 
oblige, contain, constrain, or protect any man, but what it has from the publique Sword; that is, 
from the untyed hands of that Man, or Assembly of men that hath the Soveraignty, and whose 
actions are avouched by them all, and performed by the strength of them all, in him united. 
 
...But the cannot, without his consent, be Transferred to another: He cannot Forfeit it: He cannot 
be Accused by any of his Subjects, of Inquiry: He cannot be Punished by them. He is Judge 
of what is necessary for Peace; and Judge of Doctrines: He is Sole Legislator; and Supreme 
Judge of Controversies; and of the Times, and Occasions of Warre and Peace: to him it 
belongeth to choose Magistrates, Counsellours, Commanders, and all other Officers, and 
Ministers; and to determine of Rewards, and Punishments, Honour, and Order. The rea. 
sons whereof, are the same which are alledged in the precedent Chapter, for the same 
Rights, and Consequences of Soveraignty by lnstitution. 
 
 
 


