Reading Selection

Two Treatises of Government
John Locke

Men being, as has been said, by nature all free, equal, and independent, no one can be put
out of this estate and subjected to the political power of another without his own consent.
The only way whereby any one divests himself of his natural liberty and puts on the bonds
of civil society is by agreeing with other men to join and unite into a community for their
comfortable, safe, and peaceable living one amongst another, in a secure enjoyment of
their properties and a greater security against any that are not of it.... For when any number of
men have, by the consent of every individual, made a community, they have thereby

made that community one body, with a power to act as one body, which is only by the will
and determination of the majority; ... which the consent of every individual that united

into it agreed that it should; and so every one is bound by that consent to be concluded

by the majority.

... And thus every man, by consenting with others to make one body politic under one
government, puts himself under an obligation to every one of that society to submit to the
determination of the majority and to be concluded by it; or else this original compact,
whereby he with others incorporates into one society, would signify nothing, and be no com-
pact, if he be left free and under no other ties than he was in before in the state of nature.

... And thus that which begins and actually constitutes any political society is nothing but the
consent of any number of freemen capable of a majority to unite and incorporate into such a
society. At this is that, and that only, which did or could give beginning to any lawful government
in the world.

... But to conclude, reason being plain on our side that men are naturally free, and the examples
of history showing that the governments of the world that were begun had their beginning laid on
that foundation, and were made by the consent of the people, there can be little room for doubt
either where the right is, or what has been the opinion or practice of mankind about the first
erecting of governments.
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